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  This is the second year that The State of Downtown Report has been prepared by the Downtown Lexington Partnership (DLP) with 
support from the Downtown Lexington Management District (DLMD). The report presents benchmarks of key economic indicators 
on the health of downtown and includes trends and comparisons.  The report includes results from a second seven-county consumer 
perception survey providing metrics for how local consumers use downtown and their overall perceptions of downtown.  In addition, 
we included summarized results of the International Downtown Association (IDA) Valuation of Downtown Lexington study which DLP 
and DLMD commissioned. The full study is contained in a separate report and will be presented at the State of Downtown by David 
Downey, President of the International Downtown Association. 

  The report also provides analysis and projections for 2020 and 2021 based on input from industry experts and taking into account 
the challenging business conditions created by the COVID-19 pandemic which caused the shutting down of much of our economy in 
2020. 

  Finally, the data presented in the report shows that in 2019 the Downtown Lexington economy is strong, growing and resilient and 
that downtown is a significant, important economic engine for Lexington.  

STRONG. GROWING. RESILIENT.

STATE ST

E SECOND ST

PROVIDENCE RD

S 
BR

O
AD

W
AY

W FIFTH ST

LA
N

SD
O

W
N

E
D

R

BROADVIEW DR

PORTER ALY

JENNIFER RD

BR
YA

N
AV

E

BENNETT AVE

N
 B

R
O

AD
W

AY

LINDY CT

E SIXTH ST

E FIFTH ST

YOUNG DR

W SEVENTH ST

W
IN

CH
ES

TE
R 

RD

UNIVERSITY AVE

DANTZLER DR

GEORGETOWN ST

HILT
ONIA PARK

ALUMNI DR

BRIG
HT AVE

WESTWOOD DR

E FOURTH ST

TRAFTON ST

HAMILTON PARK

WESTGATE DR

SPARTA CT

W THIRD ST

SUBURBAN CT

RED MILE RD

CHEROKEE PARK

TERRACE VIEW DR

GARRETT AVE

CAMBRIDGE DR

FINCASTLE RD

HALLS LN

BOOKER S
T

EUCLID AVE

COOPER DR

W SECOND ST

W MAIN ST

FARM RD

W HIGH ST

E SEVENTH ST

ANGLIANA AVE

SHAWNEE PL

NICHOLASVILLE
RD

BURLEY AVE

MANCHESTER ST

PYKE RD

ROBERTSON ST

GIBSON AVE

OLIVER LEWIS WAY

MASON HEADLEY RD

E MAIN ST

COLESBURY
CIR

AMERICAN AVE

CHRIS
TI

AN
 R

D

GHENTRD

HUGUELET DR

E SHORT ST

W FOURTH ST

LEGION DR

D
O

UG
LA

S
AV

E

FO
RTUNE

DR

R
U

S
S

E
LL

C
AV

E
RD

HILLTOP AVE

COMPLEX DR

M
U

R
PH

Y
S

RUN

TR
ADE C

ENTE
R

DR

S
U

N
S

H
IN

E
LN

IMPERIAL AVE

C
LYD

E ST

W
NEW

CIRCLE
RAM

P

LIBERTY RD
DELCAMP DR

KENNEDY RD

M
O

NT
AV

ES
TA

RD

BOB O LINK DR

AS
H

 S
T

PA
TT

E
R

S
O

N
S

T

RICHMOND RD

ROBIN
RD

EASTLAND DR

N FORBES RD

SH
R

IN
ER

S LN

REBECCA DR

HASKINS DR

TROTWOOD DR

CLAYS
M

ILL
RD

GEORGETOWN RD

ALBANY RD

JIN
GLE

BELL
LN

WINBAK WAY

ADCOLOR DR

R
IC

H
M

O
N

D
 A

VE

LI
N

C
O

LN
 A

VE

FA
IR

W
O

O
D

 L
N

SHADY

LN

W SHORT ST

NEW
TOW

N PIKE

G
ETTYSBURG

RD

NEWTOWN CIR

VALLEY
RD

E HIGH ST

SM
ITH

 ST

FOUR
PINES

DR

O
A

K
H

IL
L

D
R

S
LIM

E
S

TO
N

E

E MAXWELL ST

ROSE LN

PARK PL

COLUMBIA AVE

LIM
A 

DR

LI
N

D
BE

R
G

 D
R

BLUEBIRD
LN

S 
A

SH
LA

N
D

 A
VE

E VINE ST

IR
V

IN
E

R
D

HILL
 R

IS
E 

DR

RAND AVE

OLD FRANKFORT PIKE

UNIVERSITY DR

H
IC

KO
R

Y 
ST

RUSSELL AVE

OLD DOBBIN
RD

FAIRCREST
D

R

Q
U

A
LI

TY
 S

T

M
ID

LA
ND

 A
VE

S 
BR

O
AD

W
AY

ASHLAND TER

INDUSTRY RD

SP
R

U
C

E 
S

T

TATES CREEK RD

ST MICHAEL DR

WASHINGTON AVE

G
AR

R
ISO

N
 AVE

AURORA AVE

SA
ND

ER
SV

ILL
E

RD

BO
ILING SPRING

S DR

MARYLAND AVE

LAFAYETTE
PKW

Y

STRAWBERRY LN

S 
U

PP
ER

 S
T

W SIXTH ST

FA
IT

H
ST

COTTAGE GROVE LN

LA
W

R
E

N
C

E 
ST

MECHANIC ST

CATHY LN

THO
M

PSO
N

RD

BEECHMONT RD

R
AC

E 
ST

P
R

IC
E

R
D

INDIAN MOUND RD

W
ILTO

N
 AVE

E LOUDON AVE

GRAHAM AVE

IDAHO AVE

H
AD

D
R

EL
L

PT

G
LE

N
 A

RV
IN

 A
VE

C
AM

P
SI

E 
C

T

LO
NDO

NDERRY
D

R

MENIFEE AVE

HAYMAN AVE

OLD
G

EO
RG

ETOW
N

ST

FAIRDALE DR

PRALL ST

FUNKHOUSER DR

E THIRD ST

LE
E 

ST W
AL

TO
N

 A
VE

OLD VINE ST

VA
LL

EY AVE

RIDG
EW

AY RD

ORCHARD AVE

CRESCENT AVE

BR
IA

RW
O

O
D

DR

STRADER DR

CAROLYN DR

CHAIR AVE

R
AN

SO
M

 A
VE

UNIVERSITY

CT

M
IL

LE
R

 S
T

ATOMA
DR

FA
IR

OAK
S

DR

FINCASTLE RD

CHURCH ST

GALAXIE

DR

W
ILLOW

GLEN

HERLIHYST

AUDUBON AVE

SIMPSON AVE

H
AR

R
O

D
SB

U
R

G
R

D

GLASS ALY

DE ROODE ST
FERGUSON ST

TOWNLEY DR

LE
XI

N
G

TO
N

 A
VE

DUNKIRK DR

SH
R

O
PS

H
IR

E 
AV

E

TRANSCRIPT AVE

D
U

N
C

AN
 A

VE

LO
IS

 L
N

C
R

O
S

S 
ST

FAIRWAY DR

R
U

ST
IC

 W
AY

VE
RS

AI
LL

ES
 R

D

BYARS AVE

SUNSET DR

COFFEE TREE LN

HILLCREST AVE

FONTAINE RD

N
E

LS
O

N
AV

E

E
D

G
E

LA
W

N
AV

E

FLADS ALY

SAYRE AVE

GRAY HAWK RD

W
IL

LO
W

LA
W

N
AV

E

M
C

C
LO

Y
AL

Y

CASTLEWOOD DR

M
A

G
O

FF
IN

S
T

G
R

IM
B

AL
L

TR
C

E

PINE ST

W
ILLAR

D
 ST

BOLIVAR ST

MONTCLAIR DR

W
O

O
D

LA
N

D
 A

VE

WAVERLY DR

CEDAR ST

DEVONPORTDR

C
HA

N
TILLY

S
T

GLENDOVER RD

LOCUST AVE

M
AR

Q
U

IS
 A

VE

M
A

XW
E

LT
O

NC
T

WINSLOW ST

PA
R

K
 A

VE

H
EN

R
Y 

C
LA

Y 
BL

VD

HU
DS

ON
AV

E

FO
R

ES
T 

AV
E

R
O

S
E 

ST

ST
JO

SE
PH

D
R

E NEW CIRCLE RD

C
LA

Y 
AV

E

G
RA

ND
B

LV
D

PARIS AVE

AR
BO

R
ST

AT
IO

N
W

AY

ALABAMA AVE

TO
N

ER
 S

T

THE CURTILAGE

COCHRAN RD

E LOUDON AVE

LA
KE

AL
Y

LINDY LN

TRUE ALY

ST JULIE DR

SUM
M

IT DR

KENYONRD

GOODWIN DR

MCDONALD
AVE

EDDIE ST

CO
X

ST

PE
M

BE
R

TO
N

 L
N

HART RD

BLU
ES

ALY

KASTLE R
D

EA
ST

E
R

N
 A

VE

BEC
K

ALY

SLASHES RD

ANDERSON ST

N
 U

PP
ER

 S
T

BELLEFONTE DR

KONNERWOODS DR

HATTER LN

C
A

M
IN

O
D

R

BR
EN

T
AL

Y

ERIE
 R

D

D
U

N
AW

AY
 S

T

ST MARTINS AVE

APPLETR
EE LN

ALEXANDRIA DR

SUM
M

ERSHADE CIR

CRAMER AVE

CAYW
OOD

DR

LA
N

C
AS

TE
R

 A
VE

FR
IT

ZA
LY

S
ELLER

S
ALY

W
O

O
D

C
H

U
C

K 
W

AY

SAVO
Y RD

SUGARCANE WAY

OLD MAIN ST

BI
RC

H
DR

JO
H

NS
DA

LE
D

R

OLD VIRGINIA AVE

WATER ST

PELICAN LN

H
IL

L
ST

COBURN BLVD

AD
D

IE
 S

T

VI
LE

Y
R

D

COLFAX ST

BEAU
M

O
N

T AVE

CISCO RD

CELIA LN

N
 M

IL
L 

ST

M
AR

K
ET

 S
T

H
A

W
K

IN
S

AV
E

W
AR

N
O

C
K 

ST

COLLEGE W
AY

RO
YA

L A
VE

YORK ST

DEVIN
E

AV
E

W
R

EN
N

 C
T

ALBANY

CIR

S LIM
ESTONE

CORRAL ST

M
A

N
O

W
A

R
PL

M
AR

TI
N

C
T

AN
ZA

 A
LY

D
ALLAS AV

E

MEADOWTHORPE AVE

TURF CT

DE PORRES AVE

ST
O

N
E 

AV
E

LE
ONA

 D
R

JOEL ST

NATIONAL AVE

WHITNEY AVE

WILSON ST

AVENUE OF CHAMPIONS

SHELBY ST

DIXON ALY

BRECKENWOOD DR

PRESS
AVE

WHITNEY WOODS PL

LO
W

ER
ST

CARSON

DR

BOONESBORO AVE

RAINTREE
RD

SN
YD

ER
 P

L

PROVIDENCE LN

BA
R

K 
AL

Y

MONROE AVE

SHELBY AVE

ROBERTSON AVE

BO
XW

O
O

D
D

R

SP
U

R
R

 A
LY

LEISURE LN

EMERSON DR

OAK KNOLL

DELAWARE AVE

D
IX

IE C
T

SHIRLEE

DR

LATROBECT

W VINE ST

JA
M

ES
CT

GLEN

CREST

EL
SM

ER
E 

PA
R

K

LAG
O

N
D

A AVE

LEESTOWN RD

AR
LI

N
G

TO
N

 A
VE

VILLAGE DR

B
EA

C
O

N
HILL

R
D

ROM
ANY

RD

RUTH ST

WALLER AVE

D
EV

O
N

SH
IR

E 
AV

E

ROY H

MARDIS DR

N BROADWAY PARK
HIGHLAND PARK DR

M
IC

H
IG

A
N

ST

O
A

K
ST

BALDWIN
AVE

MOCKINGBIRD LN

WALLACE
WAY

PICADILLY ST

PL
U

N
KE

TT
 S

T

APRICOT ST

PARK VIEW AVE

PR
ES

TO
N

CT

WARREN CT

CICADA AVE

COLONY BLVD

GAID
RY

RD

ST MATHILDA DR

C
U

R
LE

Y 
AV

E

C
R

O
SS LN

H
U

M
BA

R
D

AL
Y

WIDENER CT

JA
C

K
S

O
N

S
T

CENTENNIAL LN

SPRULLWALK

TOWER PLZ

JE
FFREY

CT

PA
R

S
LE

Y 
D

R

COLE ALY

TEXACO RD

CO
LD

HARBO
R

DR

CLAYS SPRING LN

CARLISLE AVE

FAIRMONT

CT

BROWN AVE

BIMINI RD

LOGAN PL

O
LD

PA
R

K
AV

E

LEGACYCROSSING

PO
PL

AR
 S

T

N
BR

O
AD

W
AY

SKAIN ST

MT VERNON DR

CU
M

M
IN

S
CT

M
US

TA
NG

CR
O

S
SING

D
R

E
M

E
RY

CT

BAUMANN DR

ASHWOOD RD

UHLAN CT

FE
R

N
 A

VE

BEALE A
LY

SP
EN

C
E 

AL
Y

M
O

R
R

IS
 A

LY

O
H

IO
 S

T

ST
IL

LW
EL

L
AV

E

HELM ST
TWELFTH ST

BE
LL

 C
T

HAZEL AVE

GRIFFIN ALY

W
IL

KI
R

SO
N

AL
Y

JOHNSTON

BLVD

JE
R

S
E

Y
S

T

PATTERSON DR

MOORELAND

DR

PENROD DR

ANDO
VER

DR

C
O

V
IN

G
TO

N
D

R

DALRAY ST

AN
N

IE
 A

LY

GROT DR

LA
FE

 A
LY

PR
IN

TER
S

 ALY

BIXBY WAY

TI
BB

S
 L

N

ELD
EM

ER
E R

D

DAVIDSON CT

SWEETBAY

DR

STAN
LEY AVE

O
LD

H
AM

 C
T

PO
PL

AR
 A

LY

FOREST PARK RD

ASHTON DR

W MAIN SRD

RICH ALY

ESSEX PARK

GRINSTEAD ST

DRISCOLL ST

SK
IL

LM
AN

 A
LY

SY
C

AM
O

R
E 

R
D

AT
IY

A 
PL

CRANBERRY ST

PRATHER RD

W
IL

G
U

S
 A

VE
C

H
U

R
C

H
IL

L 
D

R

TR
AN

SY
LV

AN
IA

 P
AR

K

BERNARD ALY

ALBEM
ARLE

RD

AY
LE

SF
O

R
D

 P
L

LI
N

D
EN

 W
AL

K

LI
BR

A
R

Y 
D

R

LI
NW

OO
D 

DR

TOM ALY

MCCAWS ALY

R
O

YALTY C
T

SIOUX RD

D
E

LM
A

R
AV

E

GLASS AVE

BE
LL

 P
L

HAGGIN PL

FREIGHT BLVD

KENILWORTH CT

EFFIE RD

VO
N

 A
LY

MORTON ALY

AD
AIR

 R
D

B
A

RR
O

W
R

D

C
LIN

TO
N

 R
D

WYATT PKWY

D
UN

TR
E

AT
H

DR

COURTYARD
PL

GROSVENOR
AVE

MARNE AVE

FAIRMAN RD

CONN TER

BELT LINE AVE

ARCEME AVE

W LOUDON AVE

TY CT

C
AM

D
EN

 AVE

KE
LL

ER
 C

T

MELROSE AVE

DA
NI

EL
CT

HONEYCREEKDR

NOBLE ST

TEAK W
OOD

DR

CONTINENTAL
SQ

WICKLIFFE ST

AUTUMN
LN

W
ILL

IS
DR

AVOCADO ST

MORRISON AVE

KLAIR ALY

G
R

E
E

NW
O

O
D

AV
E

GRANARD AVE

JAGGIE FOX WAY

CINDY ALY

LEGENDS LN

R
O

C
K

C
ASTLE

ST

FA
IRMAN CT CAMPSIE PL

CREEKSIDE

CT

P
RI

D
EM

O
R

E
CT

THE LN

STADIUM VIEW

GUNN ST

RO
SECRANS

DR

KE
N

TU
C

KY
 C

T

GL
OVE

R 
AV

E

TREMONT AVE

W
 B

EL
L 

C
T

E 
BE

LL
 C

T

BE
LL

AI
R

E 
AV

E

LARCH LN

ZESTA PL

D
O

W
N

S AVE

SHARKEY WAY

M
A

G
N

O
LIA

AVE

CHEVY CHASE PL

BARON AVE

BUCOTO CT

C
O

LE
M

AN
 A

LY

VANDERPO
O

L

ALY

G
ATE

H
O

U
S

E PL

PIO
N

EER
 LN

FORTUNE CT

O
LD

LA
FA

Y
E

TT
E

AV
E

LE
W

IS
 S

T

RIDGE RD

W
AR

FI
E

LD
 P

L

TE
N

N
ES

S
EE

AV
E

E
LM

ST

M
AD

ISO
N

 PL

SO
U

TH
ER

N
 AVE

H
AN

O
VE

R
 C

T

HAM
MOND AV

E

DANFORTH DR

WINCHESTER RD

RUSHWOOD CT

DEVONIA AVE

FOREMAN AVE

FRANKLIN AVE

W
ERNE DR

BULLOCK PL

BERMUDA AVE

HAMBRICK AVE

DOMINICAN DR

DORSET DR

NEWTOWN CT
KI

N
G

SW
AY

 D
R

U
N

I TY
DR

C
U

N
N

IN
G

H
AM

 L
N

BALLARD ST

HATTERAS
DR

LAKE
VIEW

 D
R

TARR
TRCE

JU
LI A

W
AY

M
EM

O
R

Y 
LN

HEARTSBROOK LN

PR
IC

E 
AV

E

DUDLEY RD

TATESWOOD DR

WESTWOOD CT

KNIGHT LN

LO
N

E
TA

AVE

FLORAL PARK

EMBRY AV
E

BARR ST

TEMPLEMAN ALY

CONSTITUTION ST

SA
U

N
IE

R
 S

T

B
R

U
C

E
S

T

PLEASANT STONE ST

ACADEMY ALY

HUSTON ALY

BARBERRY LN

BERRY LN

LUCY LN

H
E

R
O

N
LN

Q
U

E
EN

SW
AY

 D
R

HART CT

SPEIGLE ST

W NEW CIRCLE RD

LA
FA

Y
ET

TE
 A

VE

FI
NN

EY
D

R

CLAIR RD

D
AK

O
TA

 S
T

CLAYTON AVE

EASTOVER
D

R

C
AL

D
W

EL
L 

A
LY

C
AM

P
BE

LL
 S

T

MALONEY ALY

BO
U

R
BO

N
 A

VE

KE
N

TO
N

 S
T

NELMS AVE

PRIMROSE CT

BLUEBERRY RD

JO
H

N
SO

N
 A

VE

LEESTOWN RD

BL
AC

K
BU

R
N

 A
V

E

H
EN

R
Y 

ST

R
O

S
S 

AV
E

BR
AD

LE
Y 

C
T

KL
EI

SE
R

 A
LY

SI
LV

ER
 M

A
PL

E 
W

AY

ADDISON AVE

H
AR

R
Y 

ST

H
EA

D
LE

Y 
AV

E

PE
M

BE
R

TO
N

 S
T

WITTLAND LN

SPORTS
CENTER

DR

OLD LEESTOWN RD

EL
SM

ER
E 

AL
Y

FL
O

R
ID

A 
ST

VIRGINIA AVE

PHILLIPS LN

M
O

N
TG

O
M

ER
Y

AV
E

FO
ST

ER
 A

LY

EL
M

 T
R

EE
 L

N

ST TERESA DR

JIM
M

IE

CAMPBELL DR

ST CHRISTOPHER DR

PEPPER DR

GLENDALE AVE

LA
FL

AM
E

AL
Y

S
FORBES

RD

FO
X INDUSTRIAL RD

C
AT

AL
PA

 R
D

EMBASSY DR

JE
N

K
IN

S 
AL

Y

CASSIDY
AVE

GAZETTE AVE

DETROIT AVE

BAKER CT

HILL
 VIEW PL

G
R

A
C

EL
AW

N
LN

PA
YN

E
S

T

MEADOW PARK

ELAINE DR

LE
XI

N
G

TO
N

 C
EN

TE
R

 D
R

WILDCAT CT

W
ESTLAND

DR

CANDLELIGHT W
AY

H
AG

ER
M

A
N

 C
T

EX
PO

R
T 

ST

TABOR OAKS LN

MONTMULLIN ST

SHAWNEE AVE

WHIPPLE CT

G
ARDEN RD

HARMONYHALL
LN

HUMMINGBIRD LN

HILLSBO
RO

 AVE

SETZER
W

AY

W
INNIE ST

DUKE RD

BIZZELL DR

SC
O

VILLE R
D

GLENN PL

LEESTOWN SRD

LAMAR
DR

ANTIQUE DR

C
O

LU
M

B
IA

TER

BOARDW
ALK

O
LD

H
AM

 A
VE

W
NE

W
CI

RC
LE

RA
M

P

CHILES AVE

O
P

PO
R

TU
NITY

WAY

MORGAN AVE

BURNETT AVE

WITHERS AVE

FAIRLAWN AVE

DAYTON AVE

SPARKS
R

D

BREATHITT AVE

SPRINGHILL DR

LOUISIANA AVE

B
R

IS
TO

L
RD

WINDERMERE RD

PINKNEY DR

AVON AVE

CREATIVE

DR

FLORENCE AVE

CITATION BLVD

S
A

ND
H

U
RS

T
CV

BRENTWOOD CT

HARBISON RD

KI
N

G
SW

O
O

D

W LOUDON AVE

HARRY SYKES

W
AY

MCMEEKIN PL

HORSEMANS 
LN

BRITTANY LN

ST
 W

IL
LI

A
M

 D
R

BROCK MCVEY DR

TALLY
RD

W
NEW CIRCLE SRD

N
 M

AR
TI

N
 L

U
TH

ER
 K

IN
G

 B
LV

D

LAKESHORE
DR

N
 L

IM
ES

TO
N

E

PORTER PL

R
O

S
E 

ST

ID
LE

W
IL

D
 C

T

DELMONT
DR

FO
R

D
 PL

M
AP

LE
 A

VE

LEESTO
W

N
 C

EN
TER

 W
AY

DEAUVILLE DR

M
EA

D
O

W
 LN

BRECKENRIDGE ST

FL
O

YD
D

R

N
 A

S
H

LA
N

D
 A

VE

FAM
ILY C

IR

TAYLO
R DR

LO
U

IE PL

TATTE
RS

ALLS
W

AY

OLD MT TABOR RD

ST
 M

AR
G

AR
E

T 
D

RBA
SS

ET
T 

AV
E

EA
ST

LA
ND

P
K

W
Y

PR
ES

TO
N

 A
VE

O
W

SL
E

Y 
AV

E

CHINOE

RD

C
H

IN
O

E 
R

D

VI
C

TO
R

Y 
AV

E

KE
N

TU
C

KY
 A

VE

SH
ER

M
AN

 A
VE

D
E

S
H

A
R

D

BURKE RD

M
C

D
O

W
E

LL
R

D

CULPEPPER
RD

SCOTT ST

QUEEN AVE

ENGMAN AVE

M
ARK

AVE

TAHOMA RD

TRIPLE CROWN

CIR

ELLISO
N

C
T

TURKEY FOOT RD

M
ER

IN
O

 S
T

JE
FF

ER
SO

N
 S

T

W
ITH

R
O

W
 W

AY

PINE M
EADOW RD

N
H

A
N

O
V

E
R

AV
E

PRINCE

AVE

C
H

ES
TN

U
T 

ST

BE
TS

Y 
LN

O
M

ER
 L

N

H
IG

H
LA

W
N

AV
E

JORDAN AVE

M
ID

LA
N

D
 P

L

S BROADWAY PARK

W
NE

W
CI

RC
LE

RA
M

P

RE
DW

O
O

D

DR

GOLFVIEW DR

OXFORD
CIR

G
R

A
N

T

DR

HANSONCIR

MAJAUN RD

S
M

A
R

TI
N

LU
TH

E
R

K
IN

G
B

LV
D

STATESM
AN

W
AY

PA
TC

H
EN

W
IL

KE
S

D
R

THOROUGHBRED WAY

PERRY ST

ELM
TRE

E
LN

KILRUSH
DR

CHANDLER
LN

LO
ST

TR
AI

L
LN

CAHILL
 DR

NEW
CASTLE ST

IDLE

BROOK WAY

HEADLEY
G

REEN

VETERANS
DR

M
ANDALAY

RD

KE
LS

EY
D

R

TA
ZEW

E
LL

D
R

LA
U

D
ER

M
AN

 A
LY

COURTNEY AVE

W
O

O
D

SP
O

IN
T 

R
D

SUMMERVILLE
 D

R

W
O

O
D

S
AV

E

G
R

A
N

D
C

IR
C

U
I T

D
R

S 
M

IL
L 

ST

SHAKER DR

M
C

C
LA

IN
 D

R

KE
ES

 R
D

DUNCAN
MACHIN

ERY
DR

C
AR

N
EAL

R
D

H
O

LI
D

AY
 R

D

O
AK

W
O

O
D 

DR

DO
N

AN
NA

DR

ABBOTT RD

LIGGETT ST

NANDINO BLVD

PINKY BROWN WAY

IN
DI

AN
A 

AV
E

BULL
LEA

RD

COMMERCIALDR

HO
W

AR
D 

ST

ROSEMARY AVE

CURRY AVE

H
A

M
P

TO
N

CT

LIMA CT

E NEW
CIRCLE

RAM
P

ADMINISTRATIOND
R

LISLE
INDUSTRIAL

AVE

LAKEWOOD CT

MERCER RD

M
E

R
C

E
R

R
D

G
IV

EN
 A

VE

B
LA

IR
M

O
R

E
RD

WILLY ST

POLK
LN

SUTTON

PL

SCOOP BROWNW
AY

S
H

A
N

O
V

E
R

A V
E

PR
O

D
U

C
E

LN

HUMMONS AV
E

R
O

S
E

SR
D

BARWICK DR
ASTAIRE

D
R

ENTERPRISE

C
IR

M
AC

K
S 

AL
Y

D
AR

LEY
D

R

PARKWAY DR

BENWOOD DR

W
ES

TM
IN

ST
ER

 D
R

DANTZLER CT

M
AR

C
E

LLU
S

D
R

DIA
Z

ALY

WOODLAKE WAY

RUG
BY RD

HIDDEN ST
RE

AM
DR

ALICE DR

FONTAINECIR

M
URRAY

DR

G
U

TH
ER

IE
AL

Y

HENTO
N

RD

LA
CO

DR

LIVERPOOL

RD

W NEW
CIRCLE

RA
M

P

WISHBONE

CIR

R
O

O
SE

VE
LT

BL
VD

M
EN

TE
LL

E 
PA

R
K

OLD

FRANKFO
RT

CIR

GAY PL

BEASLE
Y ST

C
O

N
TR

A
C

T
ST

ARCADIA PARK

BALLPARK DR

PARK

bi

jk

0 1,000500
Feet

Downtown Management District

Parcel

Downtown Design Area

µ

This product is produced and distributed by:
Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government
GIS Section 200 E. Main St. 7th Floor
Lexington, KY 40507. Not for resale.

All information on this product is believed
accurate, but is not guaranteed without error.
No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored, or transmitted in any form, or by any
means without written permission from LFUCG.

© 2018 LFUCG

D
oc

um
en

tP
at

h:
T:

\M
XD

_P
ro

j\_
D

ow
nt

ow
nD

ev
el

op
m

en
tA

ut
ho

rit
y\

D
D

A
_A

er
ia

lB
ou

nd
ar

y_
La

nd
sc

ap
e.

m
xd

Terry Sweeney
President/CEO

Downtown Lexington Partnership

Steve Kelly 
Chair

Downtown Lexington Partnership

Jim Frazier
Chair

Downtown Lexington
Management District

RESEARCH AREA



ECONOMIC INDICATORS SNAPSHOT

C U S T O M E R S

31,494
 Number of College  Students 

40,180
Number of Workers 

23,830
Number of residents

$64.54
Average spent per downtown 

visit by local residents

R E A L  E S T A T E

$3.035 BILLION  
In projects completed since 
2015 and projects currently 

underway or planned. 

2.5 MILLION 
square feet of downtown  
multi-tenant office space

371,611 
Square feet of street level space 

in urban core

$120,836 
Average residential sale

H O S P I T A L I T Y

146,000
square feet of Lexington  

Convention Center

80,191
convention delegates in 2019

862
Downtown hotel rooms

$96.79
Average Downtown hotel  

room rate

A M E N I T I E S

91
walk score

56
restaurants/ 

bars in downtown core

23
cultural venues

22
parks and park space

VALUE OF DOWNTOWN STUDY SUMMARY 
Downtown Lexington participated in a group study conducted by the International 

Downtown Association (IDA). IDA has conducted this study in more than 30 down-

towns of varying sizes across the country documenting their economic impact and 

importance to the local economy and comparing them to each other.  Key findings 

about Lexington are summarized below.  

DOWNTOWN IS A SIGNIFICANT JOB CENTER AND 
IMPORTER AND CITY FUNDER 
• 40,000 downtown jobs accounts for 20% of all jobs in the city. No other council district comes close

to matching its concentration of jobs.

• Downtown has a high proportion of knowledge-industry jobs, on average, downtown workers earn

more than workers citywide or regionwide.

• Downtown has 60% of the city’s total incubator spaces.

• Downtown workers provide $44 million in local occupational taxes each year to the City including

$17.6 million which comes from 6,500 people who work downtown but live outside the county.
David Downey,  
President of IDA 

The Value of U.S. Downtowns 
and Center Cities 
CALCULATING THE VALUE OF DOWNTOWN LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY

A 2020 IDA STUDY

A 2020 PUBLICATION CREATED BY 

THE INTERNATIONAL DOWNTOWN ASSOCIATION



 

2019 RECAP 
Generally speaking, downtown Lexington has a growing customer base which is import-

ant to its success and vibrancy.  Downtown continues to be successful attracting cus-

tomers from all over the region to work, live, and play. In addition, convention delegates 

and visitors from outside the region and higher education students play a pivotal role in 

downtown Lexington’s success.

FAST FACTS

1 MILLION + 
Visited downtown 
ticketed and gated 
attractions

509,800 
Attended special 
events and festivals

31,494 
Number of college 
students 

40,180 
Number of workers 

23,830 
Number of residents

88%
Of seven-county metro 
area residents who 
visited downtown in a 
six-month period 

CUSTOMER BASE

WORKERS, RESIDENTS AND STUDENTS 
Workers, residents and students form the foundation of downtown’s customer base providing a 

24-hour presence.  Data shows that Downtown workforce and residents  are generally younger

and have higher incomes to support our businesses than the rest of Fayette County.

STUDENT POPULATION
University students are an increasing population that is an important customer base for 

downtown.  Likewise, universities see the advantage of having a downtown that is so  

accessible to students.

OFFICE WORKERS	 RESIDENTS

Downtown Number	 40,180 32,613

% of County		 20%				 10%

Under 30		 24%				 69%

STUDENT ENROLLMENT (FTE FALL SEMESTER)

2016		 2017		 2018		 2019

UK		 29,781		 29,465		 30,277		 30,545

Transy		 963		 966		 989		 949

DEGREES AND CERTIFICATES AWARDED 

2016 2017 2018 2019

UK		 6,638		 6,715		 7,099		 7,317

Transy		 270		 215		 218		 179



CUSTOMER BASE
CONVENTION AND ATTRACTIONS
Downtown is the center of the Bluegrass Region’s convention market. From 2014 to 2017 the number of convention delegates was well 

above 100,000. However, for the past two years Lexington has attracted less than 85,000 delegates most recently attracting 80,191 

in 2019.  The decrease in delegates the last two years is largely attributed to the current $250 million renovation and expansion of the 

Lexington Center which began in 2018 limiting usage of the facility. When completed, the center will have 51% more the exhibit space 

and 40% more the ballroom space and is expected to attract more conventions.  

LEXINGTON CENTER STATISTICS

YEAR	 CONVENTION DELEGATES

2019		 80,191

2018		 82,095

2017		 109,968

2016		 124,077

2015		 113,884

2014		 128,760

CURRENT SPACE	 POST RENOVATION

Exhibit	 66,000			 100,000

Meeting		 40,000			 29,000

Ballroom		 40,000			 24,330

Club and Flexible	 0				 44,000

Total	 146,000	 197,330



LOCAL DOWNTOWN CUSTOMER DEMOGRAPHICS AND PATRONAGE
In January 2020 Gentleman McCarty conducted a second consumer perception of the Lexington seven-county metro area  

documenting the local customers’ patronage and perceptions of Downtown.  Like the 2018 survey, the results showed that downtown 

continued to attract a significant number of residents from throughout the region.  In fact, the 2020 survey showed that 88% had 

visited downtown in a six-month period and spent on average $64.54 per trip. 

CUSTOMER BASE

ATTRACTIONS
Ticketed and gated hospitality and cultural attractions drew more 

than 1 million in 2019 down slightly from 2018.  

Top attractions include: 

• Lexington Center and Rupp Arena
• Red Mile
• Lexington Opera House
• Mary Todd Lincoln House
• Lexington Visitors Center
• Ticketed/gated attendance

DEMOGRAPHIC

Average Household Income	 $64,700 

Average Age			 42.5

Married			 50%

Family with Children		 37%

PATRONAGE

Visited the past 6 months	 88%

# of Leisure Visits		 29.7

Length of Stay			 130 minutes

Average Spending		 $64.54 

Note: The 2020 perception survey is a follow-up to the initial survey conducted in 2018.  
However, the results haven’t been directly compared with the 2020 survey since the two 
surveys used different surveying methods 2018 having been conducted via phone and 
2020 survey utilizing emails.  



CUSTOMER BASE

SPECIAL EVENTS AND FESTIVALS 
In 2019, Downtown Lexington Partnership and other event organizers hosted more than 200 event-days attracting nearly 500,000 

to downtown.  21 out of 24 events reported the same event attendance or an increase in attendance over 2018.   Bad weather 

caused attendance at a few events to decrease.   

OUTLOOK  
Though the customer base continued to grow in 2019, the base in 2020 and beyond will not continue that trend. In 2020, due to the pandemic, 
downtown’s customer base has been significantly eroded. Essentially all conventions, concerts, special events and large gatherings have been 
cancelled for most of 2020. Office workers are largely working remotely.  Estimates of the decrease of office workers in downtown is as high as 70%. 
Patronage at bars and restaurants have been very significantly curtailed for most of the year due to social distancing restrictions.   

Yet, prior to the pandemic, there was a high probability that downtown’s customer base would continue to grow.  New office and residential projects 
were going to help attract more office workers and residents. Student populations were expected to grow with both University of Kentucky and  
Transylvania University investing significant dollars in new projects that should help recruit more students. Special events were expected to contin-
ue to attract more people to downtown.  Though conventions delegates have decreased since 2017, attendance at Rupp Arena was expected to have 
increased for a third straight year in 2020 prior to the pandemic.  In addition, convention delegates and attendance at Rupp Arena are expected to 
increase significantly after the completion of the convention center project in 2022. Hopefully, we will be past the issues of the pandemic by second 
quarter of 2021. At that point, downtown’s customer base should begin to rebound bolstered by the new project pipeline, resumption of conventions 
and special events and a growing student population.   

DLP EVENTS   2018	 2019	

DLP/DLMD Annual Meeting		 400		 400

Thursday Night Live			 40,000 40,000

MayFest Arts Fair			 20,000 25,000

State of Downtown			 0 250

American Pie and Ice Cream Social	 200  200

Patriotic Concert			 10,000		 1,000

Bluegrass 10K				 3,500		 3,800

Fourth of July Parade			 10,000 10,000

Fourth of July Street Festival		 15,000 15,000 

Fourth of July Fireworks		 35,000 35,000

Fountain Films				 1,000  600 

Bike Lex Community Fun Ride	 500		 500

Holiday Parade			 12,000		 15,000

Tree Lighting				 2,500		 2,500 

Ice Rink				 45,000 45,000

DOWNTOWN EVENTS	 2018	 2019	

Farmers Market			 117,500 120,000

Woodland Arts Fair 75,000 50,000

Night Market 32,000 24,000

Festival Latino de Lexington 30,000 30,000

PRIDE  15,000 50,000

Japan America Festival 12,000 12,000

Bluegrass BBQ Fest 10,000 10,000 

St. Patrick’s Day Festival 10,000		  10,000

Bourbon Chase Finish Line Celebration 	 6,500 6,500

TOTAL	   496,750



FAST FACTS

$3.0  
BILLION 
In projects completed 
since 2015 and projects 
currently underway or 
planned

2.5  
MILLION
Square feet of  
downtown multi-tenant 
office space

390,528
Square feet of retail, 
restaurant, retail space 
in urban core

141,014
Square feet of new 
Class A office space 

27
New street level 
businesses

16.53%
Office Vacancy Rate

2019 COMMERCIAL SALES
Downtown’s real estate market remained competitive, with the top ten transactions account-

ing for over $33 million in sales. This was consistent with the prior year’s top ten sales of $36 

million, though overall volume of sales slightly declined.   

OFFICE MARKET 
The Class A and B office space trend in downtown averaged 13% over the last five years and was 

trending towards 12.5% prior to City Center project coming on-line at the end of 2019 which led 

the year end vacancy rate to rise to 16.53. The first tenants began to move in during the second 

quarter of 2019, followed by additional tenants throughout the year. At the close of the year,  

The Offices at City Center were approximately 70% occupied. There is now over 2.5 million 

square feet of office space in the central business district.  

 
2019 RECAP 
Downtown Lexington’s commercial real estate reached a milestone in 2019 as City 

Center became the first Class A office building to open downtown in over 30 years. 

The mixed-use project added over 140,000 square feet of new Class A space to the 

Central Business District. While the influx of office space has increased the vacan-

cy, the commercial market is supported by a growing project pipeline of announced, 

underway, and completed projects exceeding $3 billion. These range from quality of life 

improvements such as the Town Branch project, to mixed use developments, increased 

residential, and substantial investment by the University of Kentucky. In addition, street 

level restaurant, retail and bar space remained in high demand with 9 net new business 

openings and low vacancy rates in downtown’s core.  The property values within the 

Downtown Lexington Management District also experienced growth in 2019, supported 

by the opening of City Center as well as well as renovations to existing properties. 

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

DOWNTOWN OFFICE MARKET TREND						

2016		 2017		 2018 2019 

Overall Vacancy Rate	 14.06%		 12.80%		 12.50% 16.53% 

Total Vacant Square Feet		 323,033		 298,604		 298,216		 414,139

Class A Rates (PSF)		 $18.70		 $18.13		 $18.25		 $20.93

Class B Rates (PSF)		 $17.56		 $16.82		 $16.86		 $17.15

PROPERTY	 SALE PRICE	      BUILDING SQ FT	 TYPE
200 W Vine $7,455,000	      91,500		 Office
221 and 102 Short St. $5,250,000	      N/A			 Parking
260 W Vine $4,975,000	      58,320		 Office
271 W Short $4,500,000	      68,544		 Office
369 E Main $3,300,000	      N/A			 Commercial Condo
903 Manchester St	 $2,660,000	      N/A			 Retail/Condo
910 Manchester/962 Tarr Trce 	$2,100,000	      N/A			 Parking
570 E Main $950,000	      4,736		 Office
102-104 W Vine $657,500	      3,392		 Retail
219 E High $625,000	      2,626		 Office
227 E High $535,000	      3,642		 Office



COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
2018 AND 2019 DOWNTOWN AND SUBURBAN OFFICE MARKET COMBINED CLASS A AND B COMPARISON 

DOWNTOWN	 SUBURBAN

2018		 2019 2018		 2019

Total Square Feet 2,382,905 2,505,646 2,982,812 2,904,640

Total Vacant Square Feet		 298,216 414,139			 415,816 415,304

Overall Vacancy Rate			 12.50%		 16.53%			 13.94% 14.30%

Eppings On Eastside			
Athenian Grill
Pearl’s
Nate’s Coffee
Frank’s Donuts	
Atebit
Frutta Bowl		
Fusion Brewery		
Wise Bird Cider
Beach House 
Hudson House	
Manchester Coffee Co 
Keeneland Mercantile	
Starbucks at City Center
Field and Main Bank
The Southern		
East End Tap and Table	
Script
XOXO Nightclub	
Taza Mediterranean Grill 
Old School Coffee
Wagon Bones Grill	
Jump Start
Cosmic Charlies
Spotz Gelato

*Note: Data provided by the Coleman Group. Suburban office survey completed first quarter of 2020.

2019 DOWNTOWN BUSINESS OPENINGS AND CLOSINGS  
Downtown remains in demand for street level retail, restaurants and bars. There were fewer new openings compared to 2018.  In 

2019, there were 26 new restaurants, bar, retail, service, and entertainment businesses that opened in 2019 and 17 closings compared 

to 37 and 11 respectively in 2018. These businesses opened in new construction, renovated spaces, and replaced closed businesses.  

2019	BUSINESS	OPENINGS



COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

COMPLETED PROJECTS 2015-2020 

PROJECT COMPLETE	 USE	 TOTAL  INVESTMENT  ($ MILLIONS)
Alltech Distillery-Brewery				 Commercial			 7.50
Kroger - Euclid Ave Retail				 19.00
Red Mile Expansion Entertainment			 42.00
UK Woodland Glenn Residential			 108.00
Wilgus Flats Residential			 N/A
21c Hotel and Museum Hotel				 41.00
Carson’s Food and Drink Restaurant			 1.50
Lexington Transit Center HQ Transit				 25.00
Living Arts and Science Center Attraction			 5.50	
Rupp Arena					 Entertainment			 15.00
Smith Town Homes				 Residential			 N/A 
UK Limestone Park I and II				 Residential			 348.50
Don and Cathy Jacobs Science Building Educational			 112.00
Nutter Field House Expansion Educational			 45.00
Gatton Business and Economics Building		 Educational			 65.00
Dickey Hall Systems Upgrade Educational			 3.23
Anderson Tower Educational			 1.60
Lewis Hall Educational			 37.00
Pediatric Hematology/Oncology Clinic Medical				 1.60
UK Sports Medicine Research Institute Medical				 4.20
University Flats Educational 74.00
Neonatal and Pediatric ICU and Lobby Medical				 50.00
B&B						 Hotel				 N/A
James Pepper Distilelry Commercial 1.29 
The Lex						 Residential			 2.50
Gratz Park Inn/The Sire Hotel				 3.00
Flats at 345 Apartments			 10.00
Healthy Kentucky Research Building  Research			 265.00
UK Student Center Mixed				 220.00
Old Fayette Courthouse Mixed				 30.00
Broadway Commercial			 N/A
Sayre Educational			 10.00
Transylvania Carpenter Academic Center		 Educational			 4.50
McDonalds Restaurant 1.50
David Rosenberg College of Law Educational 56.00
The Hub I Mixed				 31.00
Jeff Ruby’s Restaurant			 6.00
Ballard Apartments Residential			 10.30
Delta Delta Delta Sorority House Mixed				 2.50
Alpha Gamma Rho House  Educational 4.90
City Center					 Mixed				 200.00
Roulay Restaurant			 .715
Ethereal on Vine  Restaurant			 .70
Subtotal $1,865.83

DOWNTOWN PROJECT PIPELINE
Downtown’s project pipeline continues to grow and now exceeds $3 billion over the last five years. It’s supported by strong investment 

from the private sector, institutional partners, and public investment. The University of Kentucky completed over $60 million in on 

campus projects in 2019. Additionally, completion of The Hub opened a mixed-use development that brought parking, new residential 

units, and a Target downtown. The pipeline of projects underway includes $600 million of stormwater infrastructure upgrade, critical 

to supporting the further development of the city’s core.     

COMPLETED		 UNDERWAY			 ANNOUNCED 

		 		 $61 million



COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
PROJECTS UNDERWAY

PROJECT	 USE	 TOTAL  INVESTMENT  ($ MILLIONS)

Town Branch Commons				 Public Space			 35.50

Lexington Civic Center				 Convention			 250.00

The Midlands					 Residential			 1.10

Townhomes at Jefferson St.			 Residential			 8.50

Distillery Heights					 Residential			 N/A

The Hub at Lexington II				 Residential			 N/A

GreyLine Station					 Mixed				 5.0

National Ave. Buildings				 Mixed				 N/A

The Met						 Mixed				 24.50

Field and Main					 Retail/Condo			 7.50

Krikorian Theater					 Entertainment			 N/A

Commonwealth Building				 Mixed				 N/A

Stormwater and Sewer Overhaul			 Utility				 600.00

Artist Village					 Residential			 2.00

107 W Short St					 Restaurant			 0.75

UK Innovation Center/Winslow			 Mixed				 34.00

Studios180					 Residential			 12.00

Transylvania University Student Center		 Educational			 29.60

KSR Event Space					 Event				 N/A

Hilton Renovations				 Hotel				 8.00

Library Garage					 Parking				 1.50

Kerwin Blanding Demo				 TBD				 15.00

UK Chem Phys  Renovation Phase 1			 Educational			 33.00

UK Grehan Expansion				 Educational			 23.00

UK Utility Project					 Utility				 8.50

UK Library Drive					 Streetscape			 2.52

Alpha Gamma Delta House				 Student Housing			 4.10

UK Student Center- Harris Ballroom		 Mixed				 3.50

CV Third Street					 Mixed				 3.20

Subtotal		 $1,112.77



COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

CORE DOWNTOWN-DOWNTOWN LEXINGTON MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
The Downtown Lexington Management District (DLMD) anchors the downtown and through an annual property owner assessment, 

provides enhanced cleaning and safety services and invests in economic, business support and art programs. In the fourth quarter of 

2019, DLMD completed a petition process to renew the district through 2025 which was then ratified by the Lexington Fayette Urban 

County Government council in early 2020.

Between the District’s formation in 2015 and 2019 the total property values of tax paying properties in the district have increased 19%, 

reflecting more than $78 million in growth.

ANNOUNCED PROJECTS

PROJECTS ANNOUNCED					 USE				 TOTAL  INVESTMENT)

Town Branch Park						 Public Space			 30.00

Midland and Shropshire					 Residential			 N/A

Pepper Distillery Housing					 Mixed

Reynolds Building						 Education

UK Chemistry and Phyiscs Building				 Education

Opera House Marquee					 Improvement			 N/A

Manchester Market						 Mixed

Fresh Bourbon Distilling Co.					 Distillery				 5.40

Memorial Coliseum						 Event

UK Student Center Expansion					 Education

UK Chem Phys  Renovation Phase 2				 Education				 26.00

UK Housing to Replace Kirwin/Blanding				 Education

Subtotal											 61.40

N/A

N/A
N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A



COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
The Downtown Lexington Management District contain 396,054 square feet of street level space with only a 5.2% vacancy rate and 

rental rates ranging from $12 to $31 per square foot. New retailers include the Keeneland Shop at City Center, Field and Main Bank, 

and Athenian Grill.

DOWNTOWN LEXINGTON MANAGEMENT DISTRICT STREET LEVEL	
Type				 Number Square Feet
Bar/Restaurant		 56				 203,342
Retail				 23				 64,663
Service			 16				 70,371
Office				 10				 37,042
Vacant				 9				 20,636
Total	 104	 396,054
Vine to Short: Broadway to Midland

OUTLOOK  
The downtown commercial real estate market is at a unique crossroads with the addition of new Class A space, the highest vacancy since 

2010, and the pandemic. Existing employers have responded in a variety of ways. Companies have shifted their work force to full and par-

tially remote, reduced hours, and alternating teams in office. Currently it is estimated that only 35%-40% of downtown office workers have 

returned part time. This is also impacted by most schools remaining virtual from home forcing many workers to work from home.

Looking forward as employees return to the office, work will look different and space will be used and apportioned differently by firms and 

employees. The flexible schedules and shifts to remote working will also reduce the need for parking among tenants. Near term, the pan-

demic will force many leasing decisions to be put on hold as companies reassess their future space needs given these trends. As such, the 

absorption of office space in the towers may be a multiyear process rather than a quick recovery once the virus is mitigated.

The space availability in those properties also have an effect on the smaller mixed-use office buildings throughout downtown that house 

some small to midsize firms. The volatility caused by the vacant space and the pandemic may lead to an increase in sales of those properties 

and their reuse and revitalization in different ways. Many are suitable for adaptive reuse as residential and retail conversions. This was seen 

pre-pandemic in spaces like Nate’s Coffee moving into the ground floor of an insurance company, while their office shifted upstairs, and 

Base110’s reuse of an existing traditional office space. This environment can further spur those transitions and creative ways to use spaces.

Downtown is fortunate to have a robust development pipeline to help it emerge from the pandemic. This is supported by strong develop-

ment teams and institutions, like the University of Kentucky. UK has formed robust public private partnerships to bring additional housing, 

commercial, and mixed-use developments that help integrate it with downtown and serve as amenities to the community at large. The 

pipeline also includes additional residential units at Studios180 and Field and Main and entertainment options such as LexLive, opening in 

2020. These new projects will help downtown maintain its identity as the place where people gather to celebrate, spend time, and support 

downtown businesses. The $1.1 billion in projects will also support the construction industry and help carry that employment through the 

pandemic.

Downtown street level retail, bar and restaurant businesses have borne the brunt of the pandemic. There have been a few permanent and 

many temporary closures of these businesses during the pandemic due to fewer customers and occupancy and operational restrictions. 

With this environment likely to continue for the foreseeable future the market will likely see more permanent and many temporary closures 

over the next 18-24 months.



MOBILITY AND TRANSIT 
2019 RECAP 
Accessibility is a key to downtown’s success. In 2019, downtown Lexington had a num-

ber of gains in making it more accessible. Both walk and bike scores increased accord-

ing to walkscore.com, more bike lanes came online, new off-street parking spaces were 

added to the downtown parking supply and e-scooters were introduced to the market. 

These gains helped downtown Lexington outperform many of its peer cities in acces-

sibility measures. However, Lextran rider ship at downtown bus stops dipped over the 

last four years.

ACCESSIBILITY IMPROVEMENTS MAKE  
DOWNTOWN BETTER FOR CUSTOMERS
In 2019, downtown Lexington walk score increased 3.4% and the bike score increased 3.5% 

according walkscore.com, nearly 2 miles of bike lanes were added, SPIN and Lime came into the 

market and introduced more than 200 e-scooters and Lex Park completed over $1 million in  

improvements to their garage including upgrades to lighting, ventilation and elevators.  

In addition, City Center garage added 700 parking spaces in the core of downtown.

MICRO-MOBILITY
The growing access to micro-mobility options like bike share and e-scooter programs, are 

changing the way customers access downtown. Micro-mobility providers like SPIN, Lime and 

Bird are quickly changing the landscape to this fast-evolving industry. Since 2018, Lexington 

has been able to develop partnerships with these providers with some of the early statistic  

summarized on the following page.

FAST FACTS

$1.3 MILLION
Amount of parking 
improvements LexPark 
will be making to their 
garages in 2020.

108,450
Trips on e-scooters in 
first 5 months. 

38,450
Miles logged in first 
year of Spin bikeshare 
users.

9,867
off-street and on-street 
parking spaces.

91
Walk Score.

68%
Believe it is convenient 
to take a bus, bike or 
walk downtown.

WALK SCORE	 WALK SCORE	 BIKE SCORE	 TRANSIT

Downtown Lexington	 91			 86		 55

Lexington/Fayette County	 34			 46		 24

Downtown Greensboro	 85			 56		 N/A

Downtown Nashville		 86			 65		 68

Downtown Chattanooga	 70			 79		 60

Downtown Durham		 91			 73		 60

Downtown Cincinnati		 97			 65		 80

Downtown Knoxville		 82			 61		 64

Downtown Memphis		 85			 72		 N/A

Downtown Louisville		 96			 76		 65

Source: Walk Score.com



SPIN BIKE SHARE
In 2018, Lexington piloted a dockless bike share program with an initial 400 Spin shareable bikes largely centered in downtown and 

the University of Kentucky (UK) campus. However, after the first month only 200 bikes remained in operation while the remainder 

were used for replacements and parts. According to a UK and the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government (LFUCG) study fund-

ed by UK Sustainability Grant program 38,450 trips were made between August 18, 2018 and May 3, 2019. Spin bike share program 

eventually ceased operations as the e- scooter programs began.

E-SCOOTERS
In 2019, Lexington passed an ordinance providing up to five licenses for the operation 

of electric scooters. Two shared mobility companies, SPIN and Lime, were granted  

licenses and authorized to provide up to 400 scooters. They began operations  

October 21, 2019 and continued operating until March 23, 2020 when each was 

forced to stop operating due to the pandemic. Since then, Lime has stated they would 

not re-enter the Lexington market. A third license is in process for Bird to operate 

400 scooters as the preferred on- campus provider at 80 UK parking locations.  

Bird has not yet began operating due to the pandemic.

SPIN BIKE TRIPS BY MONTH

SPIN TRIPS BY DAY OF WEEK

MOBILITY AND TRANSIT
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SPIN AND LIME E-SCOOTER STATS

Trips				 108,982

Miles of Travel			 86.4

Average Trip Distance			 .8 miles

Average Daily Scooters in Operation		 400

Average Ride Per Scooter		 2.11

2016	 2017	 2018	 2019	

14.82		 16.62		 16.77		 18.72		

BIKE LANES AND TRAILS
Lexington continues to invest in bike lanes. As of 2019 there were 18.72 miles of bike lanes and another 3.2 miles of future lanes have 

been funded.



MOBILITY AND TRANSIT

PARKING
With the addition of the newly completed 

City Center garage downtown’s parking 

supply grew to 9,867 on and off-street 

parking spaces. Of those 6,534 are 

privately managed off- street spaces in 

garages and lots. The remaining 2,071 

garage spaces and 1,273 publicly  

metered spaces are managed by  

LEXPARK. Weekday, daytime average 

occupancy at the five LEXPARK garages 

increased with the Transit Center garage 

reaching an average of 95% occupancy. 

The number of monthly parkers increased 

as well as the availability of monthly 

parking spaces due to City Center garage. 

Monthly parking rates range from  

$40-$115. LEXPARK garage spaces are $3 

after 5:00 p.m. and on weekends unless 

there is a special event. The Rupp Arena 

High St. lot is free after 7:00 p.m. on  

non-event days.

TRANSIT
Lextran is the public transit provider with a that fleet includes compressed natural gas, battery-electric, hybrid-electric, and 

diesel buses. Lextran operates 26 fixed routes, a door-to-door paratransit service and a vanpool/ridesharing program. Regular 

bus fare is$1.00, and there are a variety of reduced fares and pass programs available to individuals who qualify. All buses are 

equipped with bike racks and are wheelchair accessible.

Lextran operates 21 bus stops including a transit center in downtown that records more than 100,000 unlinked passenger trips 

annually, however the ridership has been decreasing over the past four years.

 	

FACILITY NAME	 2018	 2019	

Rupp Arena - High St. Parking Lot	 1,720	 1,720

South Hill LLC Upper Lot	 83	 83

South Hill LLC Lower Lot	 23	 23

Central Bank Annex Garage	 607	 607

CentralBank Lower Garage		 275	 275

BB&T Garage	 242	 242

Former Unemployment Bldg. Lot	 63	 63

Transit Center Garage	 777	 777

Bluegrass Coporate Center Hilton Hotel Garage	 465	 465

LFC Garage	 575	 575

City Center Garage	 N/A	 701

Library Garage	 422	 422

The Helix Garage	 389	 389

Victorian Square Garage	 381	 381

Billboard Lot	 78	 78

Strand Lot	 84	 84

Chase Tower Lot	 404	 404

Tucker Lot	 16	 16

Short Street Lot	 182	 182

Market Lot	 91	 91

upper Street Lot	 102	 102

Christ Church Cathedral Lot	 57	 57

Government Lot	 19	 19

Courthouse Lot	 524	 524

Carrol Lot	 50	 50

First Baptist Church Lot	 41	 41

Calvery Bpatist Church Lot		 130	 130

First Presbyterian Church Lot	 104	 104

Total Spaces	 7,904	 8,605	

Leased Monthly Parking Spaces	 7,644	 8,315

Available Monthly Parking Spaces	 260	 290

Number of Metered Spaces	 2018	 2019

1,273	 1,262

Total Downtown Spaces	 9,177	 9,867

DOWNTOWN LEXINGTON PUBLIC 
PARKING INVENTORY

2016	 2017	 2018	 2019	

157,134			 178,412			 110,244			 106,376		

LEXTRAN RIDERSHIP AT DOWNTOWN STOPS



LEXPARK OCCUPANCY RATES (M-F, 8:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.)
2018	 2019

On-Street Publicly Metered spaces (Downtown core):	 71% 73%

Victorian Square Garage:	 79% 80%

Transit Center Garage:	 94% 95%

Courthouse Garage:	 73% 		 74%

Helix Garage:	 87% 		 88%

MOBILITY AND TRANSIT

PERCENT OF TRANSACTIONS BY 
CREDIT CARDS

34.9%

39.4%

43.8% 42.9%
45

35

2016	 2017	 2018	 2019	

40

METER PAYMENT BREAKDOWN
2018	 2019

Average Transaction Amount by Credit Card	 $2.16		 $2.58

Average Transaction Amount by Cash	 $1.39		 $1.30

PARKING METER USAGE
Use of credit cards by patrons parking at meters has now accounts for nearly 

50% of the transactions at parking meters.

OUTLOOK  
The pandemic has nearly affected all aspects of the downtown market. The reduction of workers going to their downtown offices,  

restaurant and bar restrictions and decreased events and visitors can be seen in LEXPARK parking statistics. Transient on-street and 

off- street parking occupancy has decreased 70% since March 2020. Monthly parker contracts in LEXPARK garages has decreased 20%, 

however; the occupancy is closer to a 50% decrease because many of those workers are working remotely at least part of the week.

In addition, since the pandemic, the use of the meter and garage reservation app has increased so parkers don’t have to touch the  

equipment. Parking trends for 2021 will include demand for flexibility for monthly parkers to contract for fewer than a typical number of 

monthly days as working remotely will likely continue even after the end of the pandemic. In addition, reduced customers and other effects 

of the pandemic will have reduced customers using mass transit, taxis and ride share services and that trend will likely continue at least until 

the end of the pandemic.

Infrastructure investments will improve accessibility of downtown in 2020 and beyond. These improvements will include 3.2 miles of  

additional funded bike lanes that are in the pipeline and the anticipated 2021 completion of the $30 million Town Branch Commons and Trail 

adding 22 miles of new multi-model paths, downtown bike and walk scores should increase. In addition, LEXPARK will make $1.3 million of 

improvements to their garages in 2020 including a nearly $400,000 project to install LED-programmable lighting, marque sign, wall planter 

system and other architectural enhancements to the Victorian Garage. Moreover, micro-mobility will improve when SPIN and Bird begin 

e-scooters operations again.



FAST FACTS

86
Public art installations 
on LFUCG property

84
Acres of park space

56
Restaurants/Bars in 
the Core

38
Art galleries and artist 
studios

36
Retail and Boutique 
Shops in the Core

24
Cultural Venues

11
Distilleries and 
Breweries

11
Coffee Shops

2
Groceries 

LIVING AND QUALITY OF LIFE 
2019 RECAP 
Downtown provides a vibrant, safe quality of life that attracts people to work, play, visit, 

shop, live and spend their time. It is a diverse mixed-use environment that ties together 

places of employment, a wide variety of living options, entertainment, and is the civic 

and cultural center of the region.

DOWNTOWN SALES OF SINGLE FAMILY HOMES 
AND CONDOMINIUMS
The Downtown residential market was extremely active in 2019, recording more than 180 

sales, an increase of 35% from 2018. The average sales price decreased by 35% with the rise 

in volume. These types of changes can be expected year over year with the modest number of 

transactions, as very high and low value properties can impact the average. 

In addition, there is a large spread between high end condominiums and houses being  

purchased for rehab. Downtown residential real estate is in high demand due to its  

accessibility to jobs, proximity to universities, and the close amenities that add to quality  

of life.

2018				 2019

Number of Transactions	 133 183
Total Sales			 $24,881,697		  $22,112,902
Average Sale	 $187,080 $120,836



LIVING AND QUALITY OF LIFE

CRIME RATE
When documenting quality of life measures, downtown again fares well having a low crime rate recording fewer than 350 incidents 

of crime. In spite of downtown’s density and the thousands of people who live, work, play and visit, Downtown Lexington enjoys a 

relatively low crime rate only accounting for 2.9% of the total serious crime in Fayette County.

CRIME 2016	 2017	 2018	 2019	 GRAND TOTAL

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT	 12		 15		 17		 23			 67

ALL OTHER LARCENY	 132		 143		 118		 114			 507

ARSON			 0		 1		 3		 1			 5

BURGLARY/BREAKING & ENTERING	 21		 14		 30		 16			 81

FORCIBLE RAPE		 12		 15		 30		 7			 64

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT	 21		 29		 27		 16			 93

MURDER AND NONNEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER	 1		  0		  0		  0			 1

PURSE-SNATCHING		 2		 1		 2		 2			 7

ROBBERY			 13		 21		 24		 5			 63

SHOPLIFTING			 3		 11		 14		 7			 35

STATUTORY RAPE		 3		 2		 4		 2			 11

THEFT FROM A BUILDING	 3		 0		 2		 0			 5

THEFT FROM MOTOR VEHICLE	 55		 41		 81		 36			 213

THEFT OF MOTOR VEHICLE PARTS OR ACCESSORIES	 3		  1		  0		  0			 4

Grand Total			 281		 294		 352		 229			 1,156

OUTLOOK  
While the pandemic has impacted everyone’s quality of life in Lexington and across the country, the investments and plans put in place prior 

to 2020 will continue to pay off in the coming years. Town Branch Commons broke ground in 2019 and will be fully completed in 2022, inte-

grating the separated bike and pedestrian path through the center of downtown, to outlying trails, and connecting adjacent neighborhoods. 

The pandemic has highlighted the importance of public space as we look at new ways to gather. In the next couple of years the completion of 

Town Branch, construction of Town Branch Park, and opening of the renovated convention center will create an environment that enhances 

the quality of place that attracts residents, businesses, and visitors from across the region.

The residential market will continue to fluctuate in downtown due to the effects of the pandemic, though supply of apartments and hi-end 

condos will continue as new projects are completed. The rental market may be more volatile as well where current rules regarding evictions 

are still in place.
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Republic Bank

 Baird

 Kinetic by Windstream

 The Webb Companies
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Imagine a Financial 
Partner You Can Trust

©2020 Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated. Member SIPC. MC-505354. 

For more than 100 years, Baird has guided people 
like you and families like yours toward their fi nancial 
goals across generations and through changing 
market environments. And we’ve remained successful 
by following one simple rule: Clients come fi rst.

Give us the opportunity to earn your trust. 
Visit bairdlexingtondowntown.com or 
bairdlexingtonbeaumont.com.
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Lexington Downtown
300 W. Vine Street, Suite 1100
Lexington, KY 40507
859-255-9681 . 800-944-2663

Lexington - Beaumont
3120 Wall Street, Suite 310
Lexington, KY 40513
859-219-4260 . 877-294-0196




